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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 122 


[Abstract:] Design for Live-Saving medal satisfactory... 972 4 
G. 


Department of State 
Washington, 
October 5, 1880 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esquire, 
Superintendent of the Mint 
Philadelphia. 


Sir: 


I am directed by the Secretary of State to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
10th September addressed to Mr. Hay, Assistant Secretary of State, wherewith you enclose an 
impression in bronze from the dies prepared for a life saving medal to be awarded by the 
President through this Department for services, at sea, to American seamen. The design and 
execution of the medal are entirely satisfactory. 


Before giving orders for the striking of these medals in gold, the Secretary would be 
pleased to have from you an estimate of their probable cost in quantities of, say, one dozen at a 
time, in neat morocco cases. He also suggests that, if struck in alloy of 750 parts five, the medals 
and riders would be harder and wear better than if struck in metal of standard coin fineness. If 
practicable, he would like to have your estimate for each class of alloy. 


Iam, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 
Sevellon A. Brown 
Chief Clerk 
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[Enclosed note: ] 


Cast of Medal and Rider for Department of State 


Medal and Rider fine gold 24.50 
Mounting same 3.50 
Case 1:50 

$29.50 
Standard gold Medal and Rider 20.00 
Mounting Same, 3.50 
Case 150 

$25.00 
750 fine $16.75 


The mounting of this medal can be done for 2.75 each by the doz. 


